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Abstract:

This study investigates the complex relationship between political action and the
passions and emotions within contemporary political philosophy, proceeding from the premise
that any adequate understanding of present-day political transformations must account for the
affective substrate that frames and directs them. Across four sections, the study traces the
phenomenon of affective resurgence in late modernity as theorized by Michel Lacroix; the
crisis of modern reason and its own hidden affects, moving from Boudon's account of "common
sense" to Sloterdijk's "cynical reason"; the analysis of envy and resentment as drivers of
fundamentalist violence in Slavoj Zizek's critique of rationalist explanations; and, finally, the
affective economy of revolution in Hannah Arendt's thought, where the public realm oscillates
between the passion for founding freedom and the pressure of biological necessity, and where
the politicization of pity turns revolutionary virtue into terror. The study concludes that political
emotion is axiologically neutral in itself; what is decisive is not its nature but the manner of its
management: where it is mobilized in the service of exclusion and retribution, it becomes an
instrument of domination, and where it is mobilized to found a shared space of appearance, it
can become a force of liberation; though one perpetually liable to collapse into destruction once
overtaken by necessity.

Keywords: Affective Economy; Political Action; Passions and Emotions; Envy and
Resentment; Revolution; Public Realm; Pity.
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