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Abstract

This article addresses the complex challenges posed by the process of reforming the Famil)
Code (Mudawwanar al-Usra) in Morocco, highlighting its intersection with religious, social,
political, and legal dimensions. It emphasizes the need for a contemporary Islamic legal
reasoning (ijtihad) that can reconcile the demands of modernity with the immutable
principles of Islamic law. The study identifies four central challenges facing this process : the

epistemological and academic challenge, the socio-legal challenge, the identity-related
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challenge, and the media challenge—where legal reasoning increasingly intersects with

public discourse and media influence.

The article argues that legal reform, particularly in matters of personal status, must not be
divorced from the Islamic legal tradition. Rather, it should be understood as an activation of
the higher objectives (magqasid) of Sharia, which prioritize justice and public interest. It
advocates moving beyond the binary opposition of tradition and modernity in favor of a
balanced form of ijtihad—one that renews its methodological tools without abandoning its

foundational principles.

The article concludes that the future of Islamic legal reasoning depends on its ability to
critically engage with contemporary transformations within an institutional and epistemic
framework that ensures the independence of legal rulings and the legitimacy of reform. In
doing so, Islamic jurisprudence can remain a living and effective tool for building a just,

stable, and continuously evolving society—without compromising its core identity.
Keywords :

Family Code (Mudawwanat al-Usra) — Islamic legal reasoning (ijtihad) — Islamic law (Sharia)

—ldentity - Maqasid al-Shari‘a (Objectives of Sharia) — Flexible ijtihad.
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